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fans throughout the world. All Min-
nesotans and Gophers hockey fans ev-
erywhere are very proud of this team,
and we congratulate our national
champions.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FERGUSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

SUPPORTING THE ISRAELI
OCCUPATION OF THE WEST BANK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to speak to the issue of the
terrible violence that has been
wracking the Middle East over the re-
cent weeks, and I rise to speak in sup-
port of the Israeli occupation of the
West Bank.

I believe very strongly that the pri-
mary purpose of government, above
and beyond all other issues, is to pro-
tect the safety and the security of the
people that they represent. This is
very, very clear to us here in the
United States, where following the at-
tack on the World Trade Center, on the
Twin Towers, our government has fo-
cused on the need to strengthen our na-
tional defenses, to strengthen our bor-
der security, to give the FBI and the
CIA the tools they need to defend our
Nation.
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It is irrelevant to talk about so many
of these other important issues that we
wrestle with, like education, like re-
ducing taxes on the American families;
it is irrelevant to talk about these
things if our people are dying in the
streets. But yet, this is exactly what
has been going on in Israel in recent
weeks.

During the holy week time period,
Christiandom was celebrating Easter
and the Hebrew people were celebrating
the Jewish holiday of Passover, and
people all over the world were shocked
to see over and over and over again,
day after day, another suicide bomber
blowing himself up, blowing herself up,
and, in many cases, killing dozens of
people around them; the most horrific
acts of violence, killing innocent men,
women, children, leaving those who
survived these explosions frequently
with grotesque and horrible injuries
that will take years and maybe be im-
possible to fully recover from. This is
the situation that the leadership in
Israel, Prime Minister Sharon, the
Knesset, the Government of Israel were
wrestling with, and by occupying the
West Bank, they have done the right
thing. They have moved the conflict
away from the Israeli people, away

from the citizenry, and into the Pales-
tinian areas, which is where these sui-
cide bombers were coming from.

I believe that it would be wrong for
the Israeli Government, it would be
wrong for Ariel Sharon to withdraw
from the West Bank until, and only
until, they can be certain that they
can maintain the safety and the secu-
rity of the Israeli people in this kind of
environment.

I would like to just say in closing
that the process, the peace process that
has led ultimately to the creation of
the beginnings of a Palestinian state in
the West Bank was always predicated
on the belief, at least on the part of the
American people, that the PLO was
striving, was working towards having
peaceful coexistence with the Israeli
people. But I must say, I do not believe
that was ever the agenda. Indeed, I was
shocked, I was amazed to recently read
an interview that Yasar Arafat, the
leader of the PLO, recently gave to the
Arab television network, with Al-
Jazeera. He is quoted as saying, ‘‘We
defend not only Palestine, the Arab Na-
tion, and not only the holy Islamic and
Christian places, but also men of free-
dom and honor all over the world. This
is our destiny. This is a divine decree.
Let those far and near understand,
none among the Palestinian people or
Arab nation will be willing to bow and
surrender, but we will ask Allah to
grant martyrdom, to grant mar-
tyrdom.’’ He repeated it twice.

He then went on to say, ‘‘To Jeru-
salem we march, martyrs by the mil-
lions. To Jerusalem we march, martyrs
by the millions, to Jerusalem we
march, martyrs by the millions,’’ and
he went on to say it again. Through the
course of what was a 5, 10 minute inter-
view on this Arabic television station,
he went on to call for martyrs by the
millions.

Now, this is not news to many people
who have been following the career of
Yasar Arafat. Indeed, he goes on radio
every day in the Palestinian territories
calling for the destruction of the
Israeli state, calling on more people to
come forward to martyr themselves for
the cause of destroying the Israeli
state, to push, as he likes to say, the
Jewish people into the sea.

We will never have peace in the Mid-
dle East until Yasar Arafat, the Pales-
tinian people, agree to give up the type
of horrific, unspeakable violence that
they have been inflicting upon the citi-
zens of Israel. The Israeli defense
forces need to continue this effort to
root out the fundamentalist Islamic
terrorists that are occupying the West
Bank, and they should not withdraw.

f

GENERAL MUSHARRAF’S
REFERENDUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FERGUSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the House floor this evening to dis-

cuss Pakistan’s self-proclaimed Presi-
dent, General Pervez Musharraf’s plan
to hold a referendum in Pakistan on
April 30 to extend his presidency for 5
years. Mr. Speaker, I am very dis-
appointed by the steps General
Musharraf is taking to extend his mili-
tary rule and to further bar democracy
in Pakistan.

In October of 1999, General Musharraf
came to power in Pakistan when he
overthrew the elected government of
former Prime Minister Sharif. In June
of 2001, 20 months following his coup,
Musharraf declared himself the Presi-
dent of Pakistan. At that time,
Musharraf claimed that his presi-
dential declaration was an initial step
towards promoting democracy in tradi-
tionally dictatorial Pakistan. But, Mr.
Speaker, I felt that based on his past
actions, including the dissolving of the
national assembly, or parliament, and
four provincial assemblies, the reality
was just the opposite.

We are faced with a similar situation
today in that Musharraf is simply pay-
ing lip service to democratic rule by
holding this referendum on April 30.
Besides Musharraf’s continued steps to-
wards extending dictatorial rule in
Pakistan, there are several other as-
pects of holding this referendum that I
find problematic.

From what I understand, a ref-
erendum to extend Musharraf’s rule by
5 years is illegal and unconstitutional
under Pakistan’s constitution. Their
constitution mandates that both
houses of parliament must elect the
President. In addition, after the 1999
coup, Musharraf was bound by the con-
stitution to restore democracy in Paki-
stan by October of 2002, this year. But
clearly these propositions were false.

As a result of Musharraf’s blatant
disregard for constitutional law, there
has been opposition to the referendum
within Pakistan. The 15-party Alliance
for the Restoration of Democracy,
which includes the country’s two main
parties, has been vocal about
Musharraf’s unconstitutional means to
remain President. In addition, there
has been public backlash against the
referendum plan from Pakistan’s lead-
ing newspapers, major Islamic parties,
and the 54-nation Commonwealth of
Britain and its former colonies.

The leaders of the opposition party in
Pakistan attempted to hold a rally
against the referendum, which led to
the arrest of dozens of their leaders by
the police. The arrest of these leaders
caused major concern because not only
is Musharraf proceeding with an unlaw-
ful referendum, but he is also barring
leaders of the opposition party to pub-
licly protest. Although a ban on rallies
has been in effect in Pakistan to quell
Islamic extremist rallies, it is unac-
ceptable that Musharraf is allowing the
ban on rallies to apply to a rally in op-
position to his presidential referendum.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to also dis-
cuss Pakistan’s human rights record,
which clearly exemplifies that strip-
ping citizens of the right to protest
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